STATUTORY DECLARATORY RESOLUTION
PROPOSED FOR CONSIDERATION BY THE PARLIAMENT OF CANADA


WHEREAS the Honour of the Crown requires fidelity to the promises made to those who served, suffered, and died under the Canadian flag;
WHEREAS the historical, legislative, administrative, and judicial records of Canada demonstrate that Canadian citizenship and nationality existed as a rights-bearing legal status within the Canadian body politic from the time of Confederation forward;
WHEREAS the Supreme Court of Canada and the Attorney General of Canada have formally recognized that inhabitants of the Dominion held full citizenship within the Canadian Confederation as early as 1870;
WHEREAS the state's own wartime executive orders, census enumerations, and official casualty records consistently affirmed that Canadian soldiers, war brides, and residents possessed a distinct Canadian citizenship prior to 1947;
WHEREAS Parliament itself affirmed this understanding in the 1929 debate on Canadian nationality, and the Prime Minister acknowledged at the January 3, 1947 ceremony that many present had "enjoyed those rights all our lives";
WHEREAS the prevailing narrative that Canadian citizenship was created on January 1, 1947 has contributed to a mistaken public understanding of the status rightfully held by Canada's war dead, Chinese Canadians, Indigenous peoples, Japanese Canadians, and others;
NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED THAT PARLIAMENT DECLARE:
1. That Canadian citizenship, as an inherent right rooted in the constitutional architecture of Confederation, the common law of allegiance, and the civilian tradition, existed prior to January 1, 1947.
2. That the 111,000 Canadians who lost their lives in the service of Canada during the First and Second World Wars fell as Canadian citizens and shall be so recognized in the official records of the Government of Canada.
3. That all persons born or naturalized in Canada prior to January 1, 1947 — including Chinese Canadians, Japanese Canadians, and Indigenous peoples — shall be recognized as having possessed Canadian citizenship from birth or naturalization, and that any past administrative designations to the contrary were erroneous and contrary to law.
4. That An Act respecting Citizenship, Nationality, Naturalization and Status of Aliens (S.C. 1946, c. 15) was a codification and consolidation of existing rights, and not the genesis of Canadian citizenship.
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that this resolution be communicated to the Prime Minister, the Minister of Citizenship and Immigration, the Minister of Canadian Heritage, and the Attorney General of Canada, and that the Government consider how best to align official records, commemorative programs, and public education materials with the declarations herein.
